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PREFACE 

Five thousand years ago the people who 
inhabited the land we now call Kurdistan 
were tribal groups divided by geography, 
language, and war. The tribes of the Zagros 
Mountains and surrounding areas eventuallv 
came to be known as Lullubi, Kassites, and 
Hurrians to name but a few. The ancient 
Greek historian Herodotus mentioned the 
Bousae, Paretaceni, Strouchates, Arizante, 
Boudii, and Magi as parts of a group of tribes 
united under the namc, Medes. The Medes 
later came to dominate the entire region. 

Prior to that time another tribe, the 
Quti, or Gutium, seemed to be especially 
powcrful, surviving as a semi-developed state 
for nearly a hundred years. They are most 
likely associated with the Land of the Karda 
or Qarda mentioned on a Sumerian clay 
tablet of the third millennium B.C. 
Alexander the Great reportedly referred to 
these people as Qarduk when he passed 
through the land and Pliny wrote of 
“the people formerly called Carduchi but 
now Cordueni.” 

It is certain, however, that the Medes 
migrated from a point further east into the 


Zagros and managed to unite the tribes of 
the region into a single people. It was they 
who formed thc people of the region into a 
full-fledged nation in approximately 727 B.C., 
which at its peak ruled from Athcns to Teheran, 
swallowing and sometimes assimilating such 
kingdoms as the Urartians and Mannaeans. 

The historian Darmatesta, in Iranian 
Studies, supported the conclusion that the 
Kurds of today find their ancestry in the 
nation of the Medes. Arnold Wilson in 
Mesopotamia: C/ashes ofLoyalty 1918-1920 
wrote “The Kurdish nation is a direct 
descendent of the Medians, and their 
language is one of the Western Iranian 
languages.” In The Historian’s History of the 
World , Profcssor Cyes concluded, “The 
Medes were no other than Kurdish tribes 
whose linguistic affiliation was Aryan, 
Indo-European.” Vladamir Minorisky 
agreed in The Kurds, Encyclopedia oflslam , 
and E. Sloanc dcscribcd thc Kurds as 
“Sons of the Medes.” 

Significantly, the Kurds themselves 
beheve the Medes to be their ancestors. 
When Kurds established a television station 


in Europe, they referred to it as Med (Mede) 
TV. The Kurdish poet Dildar wrote what 
became a famous anthem, proclaiming, 

“We are children of the Medes!” The Kurds 
of the world seem united on this point. 

In time, the term Medes fell into disuse 
and the label Kurd (related to Qurti or 
Karduchi) once again identified this mountain 
people. However, the Medes so fully 
succeeded in imposing their language, 
culture, and physical characteristics on the 
ancient Kurds that one became synonymous 
with the other. The evidence cited supporting 
the ancestry of the Kurds as Medes is 
sufficient enough, that for the purpose of 
this book, the terms “Kurd” and “Mede” are 
exchanged without reservation. 

Many would sorcly lilcc to disallow the 
Kurds this heritage as they prefer to treat 
them not only as a people without a nation 
but a people without a history. It is the 
intent of this book to honor the Kurds of 
today by presenting an inspiring facet of 
their rich history, one that can bc traced 
across the pages of the God’s Word, The 
Holy Bible. 




T<ûrils in the Bible 
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The Kurds are a distinct 
people group that occupy a vast 
region. Today this area is part 
of several different nations. 

Much of Bible history has 
taken place in Kurdistan and 
many of the Bible’s most famous 
characters lived in this land. 
Anyone who studies the Bible 
will learn something about 
Kurdistan. 
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Green eyes,fair skin, and. blond hair are oftenfound among this non-Arab people group. 
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The Bible says that God placed 
the Garden of Eden between the 
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers that still 
flow in Kurdistan today . 1 

The beginning of mans time on 
earth can be traced to the land we 
now call Kurdistan and the regions 
surroundmg ît. You can read about 
this in Genesis (First Book of Moses). 
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GENESIS 2:8-15 

iVbw the LöRD God had planted a garden 
in the east, in Eden; 

and there he put the man he hadformed. 

...A river watenng the garden flowed 
from Eden; from there it was separated 
intofour headwaters. 

The name of the first is the Pishon. 

... The name of the second river is the Gihon. 
... The name of the third river is the Tigris. 

. . . And thefourth river is the Euphrates. 
The LöRD God took the man 
andput him in the Garden of Eden 
to work it and take care of it. 


An ojf-shoot ofthe Tigris River winds through Kurdistans mountains and valleys. 


The story of Esther the Queen 
who delivered her people from 
genocide took place in Kurdistan: 
Esther could easily have lost her Hfe 
while trying to save her nation, but 
great love for her community and for 
God brought her to proclaim, “If I 
perish, I perish!” 

Overcoming her fear, she made a 
plea to the King that resulted in the 
destruction of her nation’s enemies 
and the salvation of her people. This 
exciting Bible story is found in the 
Book of Esther. 

When wc read this account, 
we are reminded of the Kurdish 
“peshmerga” or freedom fighters of 
Northern Iraq. Peshmerga means 
“ready to die” or “self sacrificer” and 
Kurds, like Esther, have often given 
their lives to save their heritage. 



Esther makes a brave appeal to her king, as told in the B:Te. 
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Like Esther, this Kurdish woman lo-ves her people and her God. 
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There are many other wonderful 
Bible stories that took place in 
Kurdistan. The tombs of great 
prophets such as Nahum, Jonah, 

I labakkuk, Daniel, and Noah are 
situated in this vast land . 3 

A number of these great men had 
prophetic words about the Kurds 
who were then called Medes. These 
words came to pass in time, proving 
both the truth of the Bible and the 
importance of the Medes in the Bible. 
'tou can read about these prophecies 
in numerous places in the Bible. 
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For example, in Nahum 3:7, the 
downfaU of Nineveh was foretold and 
later accomplished by the Medes. 

In Jeremiah 51:11, it was accurately 
predicted that the Medes would destroy 
Babylon. In Daniel 5:28, this great 
prophet told of the rise of the Medes 
and Persians as a great empire. 

All of these things and many 
others were prophesied hundreds of 
years before they happened and could 
only have been known and revealed by 
God himself. 
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An inscribed stone from the tomb of Noah, 
located in Cizre, Turkey. 



Mt. Ararat 
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The Bible triis the story of Noah 
in Genesis. 

Because neople had ignored God 
and brouzht -.iolence and hatred into 
the world, God destroyed the earth 
through a terrible flood. Scientists 
know that evervthing was once covered 
with water because sea shells are found 
in deserts and high mountains far 
from the sea. 

GENESIS 6:13 

So God said to Noah, “I arn going 
toput an end to allpeople, for the earth is fiîled with 
violence because ofi them. I am surely going to 
destroy both them and the earth. ” 



c>v ^ jw ^ 








TJ nli ke the other people of his 
time, Noah had a heart for God. 
God said to Xoah... 

GENESIS 6:14-22 

“So make yourself an ark of cypress <wood 
...I zoill establish my covenant with you, 
and you will enter the ark — 
you and your sons and your wife 
and your sons’ wives with you. 

You are to bring into the ark 
two of all living creatures, male and female, 
to keep them alive with you. 

Two of every kind of bird, 
of every kind of animal and of every kmd 
of creature that moves along the ground 
will come to you to be kept alive. ’’ 
...Noah did everything 
just as God commanded him. 


■ h-Laij J J lj_u6jLj 


“I am surely going to destroy both [people] 
and the earth. ” 




4jii^ 4$ • / jiijj J ( r / Jj«4<L j0jjJjUjO«U /Oj I Aj bjjd£ ij\j> 

j oW^ ol* ^ o j^Jjkww»» > Aj Jjja 5* ^li> 4$ ^(& tj' , uli ^lî/ a 5” JjjO 

. jLjij/ Ojyjjo ^ ^ jjûAj t& IoOjIjOjjO J jlOij 


1-^ .... A Ljy^OO Jiyjjij 

& ^ljbj^'jjC jyU J^d Jjj 4jOjj«5 ^ ( jji ) ö Jj<^ /ii /o 
( jjll<u Ijiwij jLuii ^Ljjj /oL ULu ( Ij^ti ^L045<] jjjjU^J 
4j jOi <5 , jjj Llöjj j ^jj^ jjj4i <l£ (^öjlî jO jjû4i jiu jjJûj4Î 

' û L)L)^^ û j ^0 jjl/^ 


Xoah’s iamilv was protected mirac- 
ulously by God. When the great flood 
was over, the Ark that God had given 
Noah came to rest in the place we now 
call Kurdistan. 

GENESIS 8:1-4 

But God remembered Noah 
and all the wild animals and the livestock 
that were with him in the ark , 
and he sent a wind over the earth , 
and the waters receded. 

...The ark came to rest 
on the mountains of Ararat. 



God remembers Noah, and the waters subside. 






It was on Mount Ararat that 


^ ii<uj i (jl j> ^ LLjli' jjj oljljlj jL> j<u<J j<^ 

. ^lS'ijC^Jj^ jj^djbj JLJ L ^><q 


,.A 

j<£<J Lîli Ij(^jj) j<Luj<Li Jljj <b /<Li6jluL (j<Lui_^jjj 6jj<l^ /jl, jjjj 
jjj jLijLj 0 Lii<u ^ jf 4 A J jL jj / ÛJJAi^ 6 L$ /L)/ 
: /Lj/ J (c^) ^ *JJ^ LoL jLjj ^jij £$jj j ol 
<U<j jj> , ûjû6j<L J ûjLLj/j ûjp <Li jj_ûöJ<L jLjjjljJ ^jLojL jji limL 

^<Li jj LiLLll Lijj<u jljL jjLj£ <d ijLljlj IjjLûjluL <d >Ojjjj 

<Lijjj <(OI<Li <0 l£jj[£j<U , jljL jûL (^J6j û jjLu<Li j<Gjj ^jLllU 
j Jijjj j jj jlji <d <Ls (^lLuii j<L j |Ojjj<L jj jljL jlL ûJjj^ijjij 

, jjj 6j<Qjj<£ii <bljlu)j (^jjj j<Lui ^j[^6j6j6ilij JJJS<U 


jj’jS'lj jiXAj jj C^AjAjLIj Lj LdLl^' lliLuiLjj (jlL>Aj /ûlljjj A^Jaj ijjA^ /i> 
(jliL lujyOAjb (jUj>L /4j<Ljjjj j^jLii ^ Ljli' J/ 4 ^ L'ifc .&J> Lofc jhjj 

. ijjjliLj oLij IjdLjij/ ^L'ij/j 3ji jj^ifc ^jLL J jljL 


God blessed man and made a 
covenant with Noah and with all 
others who would follow him. 
GENESIS 9:1-16 

Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying 
to them, “Be jruitful and increase in number 
and fill the earth. ” Then God said to Noah 
and to his so?is with him: 

“I now establish my covenant with you and 
with your descendants afteryou. 

...I have set my mmbow in the clouds, 
and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 

... Whenever the rainbow appears in the clouds, 
I will see it and remember the everlasting 
covenant between God and all living creatures 
of every kind on the earth. ” 



A Kurdish woman collects sticks for cooking. 


jûji j J jlû y. 1 J aL 


ij Jjîij^û jjlw/45 jJj Jiij i LfUîj ijjjj j<U ûU J Jj* jyfi^ 

, ljij^ij\£> j (^y) 

. ijö( jLojJj^) ^ / (J>. jy^ U6jjtö jjf * 0 

jûj i jj’ J\j Jijl j ^Ij4JL» i ^jyJJ t ÛMfc ijî jJ j& [$y ^jÛjLm/jIL \Jijjj 

, ijjj’Lli ijajLjij/ J jt^ jjLûLj j jljjdj j jjli j îjj^ ^j/ û*jjji j 


God put a beautiful rainbow in 
the heavens to show us a sign ot his 
covenant. Even today when it rains, 
God's majestic rainbows shine in the 
mountains and valleys of Kurdistan. 

All others died in the flood and 
life on earth commenced again with 1 
Noah and his family. History as we , 
know it began in the mountains 
of Kurdistan. The origins of modern 
civilization arose here: agriculture, 
keeping livestock, weaving, working 
with metal, making pottery, etc. 
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Biblc dictionaries tell us that 
Media was an ancient Asiatic 
country situated south of the 
Caspian Sea, north of Elam, east 
of the Zagros Mountains, and 
west of Parthia. This is part of 
the land we now call Kurdistan. 


Media was noted for its 
fabulous horses, rich land, and vast 
resources. At its height, Media 
ruled from Greece to Tehran. 

The Kurds’ wonderful history 
spans thousands of years and 
much of this history was record- 
ed in the Bible when the Kurds 
were known as the “Medes .” 4 




JjJ jjji /j'îjj <6 ljij\£ij jjjj jlo}j Jj J>jyjJ j Jj&jû 

. bLw.'L jjjîyîji} 

(j-j/lj) J Oj/L j jjjjaj jLjii jjjj^L tfjj4fo IjLa 

, ÎJ^ljuLii jil JljijJ k Jjk S Ajijlj4jjj*i jij JiAAj . iji ^jL (^ljLjjj J iji 

. j 15* aj /jjL ijl>j^uO j> j Cmjaj ijjijj Ll> ^*u4j j/^LjjL Ll* 4 
ijAjljb J j4Jb oj^jljkjj^.' ijjjiSii lljljOj jLojrii jjyjjdj ^S'JJJ L-Ly 4 jjj**' 
j i JL Lijlj^ jj ojaIjjLL .jjS* ^iwjLujL ^ijLjjji (jjjj^- 4 • jLjj jjjj***' L'4A 
LlyJ 4j ijji' ûwL îjljjJj b jjjj*J /jjJj4j Ojjj*«o >4 j j4jjj 

. jjjjj/L 
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■ jGA <J 6jo(jiijL) jiiiijlj-uij^ d < j^l-uiC 

TA j/ory o/’ Esther, as depicted in this 1 8th-century scroll from Persia. 


j/j^L jjjJ 'jijil J U/jL JjjjU Jjyjij jl»j/) Lj~i 

y. 6 j^ j jjl-L/-* ç jjy. uLiLjlJdj Ltijjjjb 

. Cw' ^ jLJlTd^ jjji'ij jL/ Cu Osj/ ^ijjj ^jjj Szm^ 
îj<Ll5// ^liojli jj/ jjljjJ^jj J îjCli/ (jjJ^L j<t/<L jl/îjljL jliijj* 

ij<u:/ jj jLTJ j jj/ / jL ^jl j-CCu jjj jliijj/ Ct'LjC . îjCli/ ( jCu) 

Cj j>J ijbjjj »<J jijLjiJ jCljjij . 


ij 


1 . . . . W ji: LiiL ^ijji jjjj-j (/jjJj-o 

j Lj^u^iuj jiui ijjj ^jjjjii ji£<j ^jjjjjjLi ^Li LuLjjt j-ILui <il 

(^jLL <J 6 jCij/ ^j jj/ ^ijijL j o/ Jjj u //j-L 

^iijLLd Uijj<i ij jjjjL. ^jLjjj j<Lud(jl)/) <J^/VU) 

■ j&J s^ 6y 


/LCCd ^jl-Clj^ . JjliCu JiiJ jjlj-Cu j jjj <b ij/L ij/ jjjla ^ljjji <j 

. LXiij/jj^Ci /Lj aJ /j/ (yçjLiij 


The Medes/Kurds of the Bible 
were fierce warriors who conquered 
many nations. However, they were 
also known for their hospitality to all 
peoples regardless of heritage. 

When the Jews were sent into 
exile by the Assyrians, they were 
housed in the cities of the Medes/ 
Kurds. We can read about this in... 

2 KINGS 17:6 

In the ninth year ofHoshea , 
the king ofAssyria captured Samaria and 
deported the Israelites 
to Assyria. He settled them in Halah, 
in Gozan on the Habor River 
and in the towns of the Medes. 

Tolerance of other peoples has his- 
torically been a hallmark of the 
Kurds, and hospitality is still one of 
the most important things in the Hfe 
of a Kurd. 


This Kurdish woman is making a delicate, paper-thin bread. - (tfdP U4 ^ /i 








In the Bible, Kurds were known as 
people of honor who valued a persons 
word very highly. When a Mede king 
gave an order, none was allowed to 
change what was written according to 
the “Laws of the Medcs and Persians.” 


DANIEL 6:8 

Now, 0 king, issue the decree 
andpul il in writing 
so that it cannot be altered- 
in accordance with the laws 
of the Medes and Persians, 
which cannot be repealed. 


Even today the Kurds are known as men 
and womcn who can be trusted when their word 
has been solemnly given. Kurds have a saying 
that even if a promise costs their lives thcy will 
keep it. Likewise they are a very trusting people 
when others make promises to them. 
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jLxjb hy.jv ^ Jjyjktl 

IjAj ^jljj ^jjiiji ^LiiL LLL • ifû& ji yUs 

. 6 jjjL-L-ö tj%l ^LL ^w^j .. î j L jj j^S îjjj^j (jjjAj l&l* ** 
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The ancient city of Arbil (Arbela) 


Jaj S Szj J jljjj j lLl j ijî(jj) Lijj^ ij IjL) b )jj£ J>)/^ L^ 

J jj’Lj jLm jj jiL jL"jj .. CwJij ^j^ LAjAjjj ^ 

. j^iijlLîj jLîij/ ji^Lo- ^ j^ . cj^j j CJjjjjL cjjaj j^ jjj>jjL 
S jij^j ^’ljjijL jj^îj^. (jljjjjjj LJjjii ^ jL*P^ LLL 


J iSj^ij^ ( &j4jl5Lijj5l iJkIwû j iSi J jLjJ J jJûJ J jpj5lj jliiJ 

jljljj'Jj jL | ^jjjû <t5jj*> |*^ OjAj^uj L* jj^jjLijiU ij iiL*> ^Ul^ljl’ aj Lujl 
ûliöj jUû jLûJjji jjjûlj> S jO<Uuj jUli (ûûdj) ^jyjij' J ijaûjjû 
j jljlji jjj Li«o jjj'^jj I LS' j<l) . I jxwj^i ^ ^jj^ j^U 


■ jw jirt 


The value that the Medes/Kurds 
placed on their word and promises 
got one of their kings named Darius 
into a very interesting predicament. 
This story which is found in the Book 
of the Prophet Daniel shows us one 
of the best examples of Kurds in the 
Bible. At this time, the Kingdom of 
the Medes covered a vast area. 



j.u JLlu ^jl — uii <jJ .jjujLj ^L<£jL}l_i<b ûjLû — JjLj 

A stairway at Persepolis in Iran illustrates Medes & Persians from the 5th & 6th centuries, B. C. 
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DANIEL 5:31 

And Darius the Mede took over 
the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two. 

Darius was a famous Mede 
King who was known as an 
enlightened and loving ruler. 
He tried to surround himself 
with many wise advisors regardless 
of where they came from. 




H .... û JL_Jb 

"U ,y<u<G <i£ Ijliill <d Ljiî jLiijLiijyj Lj^^ jujjjL 

• JLw 


(jjljJj ö j4j 15o^j (JjijjjjûJ^ jjj ljûj<b jjtö i) . jyjJ*.'L 

* ûjj^aJ aJLojj LL Cwj J) S (^ûj^j fj ijjS'jjjl j jLb 


I diA^ *<»j jjl^ I -l- JLylj 

Daniel approaches King Darius in his royal court . 


JLIi . j^IJUj) &[> 6 Liwo îLi jjoiJJj j^J 

• îM j jjS^Uj j H jjJj-^ 


r.... 1 ! JLJb 

Jjjj d 6j4iLL ^ji jj jlj^ ^jLj Jjq ^ij j*. <£ ^jIjjj JLûIj 

J Cuij6j JJ^<L4 ^4 j J<bd J<U . LijL ^lj<UjLj<li ^41 ujûJj jlj<^jjjlj 

jjj<U ^jLj4_lu 4j j^Jji LljL . JLûlj ^4 j ,^<LijL 4jj<tijojJ4i 

' ûijj ^lj^jlj 


jLJjj jl jŞ jjL t atji^ j jj; L jj>L ^ jjj jLiodj LiiL ^ ^i^îjii" jjjlj 

•IJUi) ^ijj 


i....! JUi 

(^j^Od J j^ ^ ^jj^ jI^j-IjIjj jb^k)^ 

4jjjlj 4illi4\u ^j4j jj Lu6jJ<U ^ jj JLûlj <li ^4 jLj4j j 4J LLjL 
■ JJfL Lr^ Lr^ Jf ^4 j , jŞLlj ^jLiljL 


King Darius’s closest counselor was 
a Jew named Daniel who was an honest, 
wise, and faithful man. 

DANIEL 6:3 

Now Daniel so distinguished himself 
among the administrators and the satraps 
by his exceptional qualities that the king 
planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 

The other advisors to the king 
were jealous and wanted to kill Daniel. 

DANIEL 6:4 

At this, the administrators and the satraps 
tried to findgrounds for charges against Daniel in 
his conduct of government affairs, 
but they were unable to do so. 


7Ç 


' Jjf J ^li> ji^, J^*l^ jjJli j^J^i J^! JM* 


Û ....1 JUj ( J ^) j * 

j<Ld Gjj <1 jjj JLûlj <J jlilj <£ ^<_j I j«u jj_û«us Ijjjtaj^ <d 
j4£<L i j<llj jLUljLj JLûlj jjljjlû Lijjy jji <Li ^ (£j<û j^—û^Û 
' JLûlj ^IlL jjljjL (^LujL j ^IljIj ^ljjjju <J ij'ûjjjj ^ÛiU 


|j> J (jj> (jûjjj Ij jL (j^jjjb) jLLjI ^Uij'i)^ <diiM<j< i jj> ûjLj 

. uiûlj jjljjjij tjj^ 


1 - V ....1 JUj 

i " u _ i 4 j Luijb 4 ^ Ij jLjLjj LujjL ^- Luj ^ ^jlj<LûL>j<L3 ^< Quj 6 J 
jj ^(iljjj 6jljl) 6jj^ j<ii < 1 ^ iliuj<i£ j ö J lj<il ^ijiiûi^jfiJ uliûLjii 
j ^ Aj û - ui 6 j 0I16J lj<L LLjL <d Ljj (^jjjj jL<j ûjjjjjjAli 

, 6j<LILj1lu (J < L^ UjL (jji 

y. ^ j'jSjL j jl>“J^ L J 6 j^ LLjL LlU 

^LIjJ LljjJL g_l_A<Ll <^ jujL J L J_uû (jLujL <L j < Luj ÛJJjj^<L (£ 6 j<Ll 


Daniel was not only faithful to 
his king, but even more so to God. 

DANIEL 6:5 

Finally these men [who were jealous of him] 
said, “We zeill neverfind any basisfor charges 
against this man Daniel unless it has 
something to do with the law of his God. ” 

Selfish men deceived Darius 
and tried to make him exalt himself 
above God. 

DANIEL 6:7-9 

“The royal administrators...have all agreed 
that the king shoidd issue an edict 
and enforce the decree that anyone who prays 
to any god or man during the next 
thirty days, except to you, 0 king, 
shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 

Now, 0 king, issue the decree andput it 
in writing so that it cannot be altered - 
in accordance with the law of the Medes and 
Persians, which cannot be repealed. ” 


jij i L jinij ijj> »ajj jjj J J JLb >^aj 
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>ÖJ3 


....1 JLJb 

6 j^j> ^ 6 jL> jIj ^kxi LjL <£ ^lj (5^ JLIj^ LclS 

<l£ (£6 j6j<Lui ^A^jJJj <ll J 6j<llL 6jJ0k jjj<Liiuj6j Ij4j ( Ijlûijlj J 

J j J j^>> 6J / ^ 6J 6 j 6 j>I/ jL^j> &$jj J 6 ^ 

j^cU jjlLilj <L l^6j j<L4 6jj<L (jlûi ^jjj^ juLjw J jlxoj4j 

• j^jJj tfl&JOjL^ öl L^Ljjjj 


iJ6jAj jAjaJ jJjJj^ CwjIj (j ^jaJ CCjL jLjAjfc <uIj a5* uLaj jLjL jjj*j ^jjJjAj 
Aj jAuljAj jJjj^J jlojlis&j jLj i CûL jJ jLojJ AjAjIjaJ jj a^ a 5" 
jj Aj>Û^C Ajj Ijui ^Ajlo ACCj ijAj AjAjIjaJ A^ ^&jAj jAjaJ jLoLCjjAj 


But Daniel did not fear anyone. 
He feared and worshiped God alone. 

DANIEL 6:10 

Now when Daniel learned that the decree 
had been published, he went home 
to his upstairs room where the windows 
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day 
he got down on his knees and prayed, 
giving thanks to his God, 
jusl as he had done before. 

The Bible teaches us that we must 
never deny the truth because of what 
other men may say or because of any 
harm that might come to us. 



jLiloj^ 4 J jjjL j Lj_lo ^jLsjIo_uL d J i£s J 1 Loj 1£ J'Q <J LjJj-o ^ — uijjjlj 


A Mede official pays homage to King Darius, as seen at Persepolis. 


■jy. J JJ^ Jjj ij^Ljlj j J jjji <^j> ^ ^ *J & <jL^ 


U-U....1 JLîb 

JLulj <* jL ^Ljjj JLûlj 4 jj^ 6j4lii jl^6j<ljjjlj 4^ LliL 

J (jLj^ûjL jj 6jj4i 4 J 4j6j4jljL J jJjSjjjj (jLj^ 

6jIj j4^4ji ... ûjj jL jj j LuijL iji 6 LL 4 S jLji. j->4j ûuu6J 
ûlL <1 jjjL Ij ^jjj (^ ♦ ) ($*jL#4J Ij<£ jjj Jj^4j jJjlj jLljjLjj 
^4 j *!,, ûjj4j jj jj L^j4j lLjj6jIjA rpj jj ûiL jjjj ju<L nJ-4 
, S, 6j4j[^6j1w ^4j^ 4jjjJj -jji 4xu4^ j4j JJJ6J4j LL LuijL 
4^ LjjJ ^LluL4j j4xu 6jljjjjlj 4^6 jLjJ 1 , 6j4jIj ^JliJJ LûjL 
^j[^6jIjL 4J <Lj£4j 4^ JLûlj ,, ÛJJ jLLIjL 4j LJj , 6jj^4j jj£j4û 

‘ 6 jjUl is^ s'yj j 6 jjU ii 6 J^^ 6 J^ J d ^ ( 6 * j jj^) 
û4jL4j . 4jljjjjLj 6jlj^j>i 4^ jLöjLjj jL ^jjj4i LljL 

, ^j_k^ljL jj ûLL jjjj jL jxu^jjj Luoj L4a 

^ jj? 6 j^ c^jLu jj^ jjj jjlj 6 LLL 4£ Lijil 

, ûjj IjL jjj 4£ (Jöj4j jûL ûjj Ljjjj^ j4JMj ûlL jlSjjJLûlj 


The King repented of his pride and 
realized he had made a great mistake. 
DANIEL 6:12-14 

Then these men went as a group and found 
Daniel praying and asking God for help. 

So they went to the king and spoke to him 
about his royal decree: 

“Didyou not publish a decree that during 
the next thirty days anyone who prays 
to any god or man except to you, 0 king, 
would be thrown into the lions’ denV’ 

The king answered, “ The decree stands — 
in accordance with the laws 
of the Medes and Persians, 
which cannot be repealed. ” 

Then they said to the king, “Daniel, 
who is one of the exilesfrom Judah, 
pays no attention to you, 0 king, 
or the decreeyouput in writing. He stillprays 
three times a day. ” When the king heard this, 
he was greatly distressed; he was determined 
to rescue Daniel and made every effort 
until sundown to save him. 


. j &jj j jj5Lj jluL i jjj t-Xjiiji jjj j»*i^j 


n- \6 ...n juii 

!.. LLjL gû jLûjjjLiijL jj ^jL jL^jjjlj jLiL 

^IjjLjj jj-iJjj^ jiL ^ji Ljjj) (^LuL <j j<Llu cu^<i) ûjjj 

«...0 jjjjjijLj cujjjjjj<L <Lij L jj <^ ljjjL <l ^j ^Ljjj (jLljL 

(^<LV jL <jjjJj jji JLjlj <L lj ^jLj<ii LljL jjj 6j<L jLj 

. 6j<L I ^ûjlui 


But it was too late. The law 
of the Medes and Persians could not 
be changed. 

DANIEL 6:15-16 

Then the men went as a group to the king 
and said to him, “Remember, O king, 
that according to the law 
of the Medes and Persians 
no decree or edict that the king issues 
can be changed. ” 

So the kinggave the order, 
and they brought Daniel 
and threw him into the lions’ den. 


jyaJtJj jCuJ<Ly*J (JjLyJ J liiLşij jL50ji5" Jj^<U jlj<L>U J jblj>jlj 

l5 IjJjJ ^ Usjj<lfc5j < <JjJjjj4j OijjljAj' . <U ^ OjIj jLyb ^li> ‘J ûw ^ 

. Îj <JJ îjj CyJjjijj^wlj jlj> 

W .... 1 JL_Jli 

LOlu öj<LI1öjjjÛj ^4ulj6J j<Uu oljj^ jljjlA Jj jj^J-lj îjJjli 
^L5ij<i£jjjlj ^jju J<i£<d Lilj jUud ^ji ^<<L<lL1uuj_û LljL 
. öjjj 5 <L jj 5 j<la JLjlj ^jLjjlSL <1 lajjj^Li 


Wiclced men did everything they 
could to prove that Daniel’s God was 
not alive and that their ways were 
stronger and better. 

DANIEL 6:17 

A stone zvas brought and placed 
over the mouth of the den , and the king 
sealed it with his own signet ring 
and with the rings of his nobles , so that Daniel’s 
situation might not be changed. 


t ûli li JLj'li j<Lu4j j<U L jLuj<U jij Jj jjj jlj<L aJ 3^ J Ji jjj biL 

• s*j—^ ^ y. J^jjj tj 

\\-\h .... 1 JLJli 

jUuijjj ^j[Sj<lL i ûj<u<L, jj ^IiJj <Li ^<L<ilujj5 jj 6j<blj<L LlujL 
^jLuljj ji.<l<ij j<L<d < öJJ<lL jLij ûljau LjI ui gu-i öjjIjjj j^6j<L ju 
i ijliLijLûi öhUSL fys. Ijia. jLIluU LiujL jL<L jjf lu 

jj^ ^jJLulj (jlL öj<lLj^<l öj<lL£öj 1L ^<L^ <d öjjj CLjj <1 lIlII 

<lûujs<u <C ^<lIjL j<L LL ( ju><L ^ljk ^j<l jûjij5 ^<L (JLjlj) ^jûjj 

^<LV <d öLli ^jljj öJ<LöJ jj ^jjjl j öju-ujj<LjöJ 

, ! ! !i, , , öj<LL£öjj ûj 


The King worried about Daniel and 
was very sorry for what he had done. 

DANIEL 6:18-19 

Then the king retumed to his palace 
and spent the night without eating 
...and he could not sleep. 

At thefirst light of dawn, the king got up 
and hurried to the lions’ den. When he came 
near the den, he called to Daniel in an 
anguished voice, “Daniel, 
servant of the living God, has your God, 
whom you serve continually, 
been able to rescue you from the den of lions?” 
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1 


j 
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The God ofDaniel delivers him from the den of lions. 


^<Lj^ d û&j jL^jj 


. J Cu-JjL Jljlj Aj ijjiS (jlû> 


God had done a miracle and 
delivered Daniel. 


rr-n .... i jub 

^lji. i “Lajljlj OjJjjJ j < U‘lj < jj<La ^LuijL ^<Li ., 6 jG I J ^uiljj JLûlj 
d^ 6 jf“ , ûjJ jj ^Lajil ^oj jjjLj ^<U<Gjliji jji ^lilujj<j ojj<£ 
(Sjjj^ *j < 4 jj^ ^lji^jLa.<d fiLij^ jj j-û <&j^< lj<j jLia (^jljL 

, LûijLi ^<Li OjJj^<j ^<Li<d<U nJ-i LujOjjj 


öjjji" (jli> L^j’jJ Ûjjj^J IjJLyJ (^Lui ^<Gjj ijjljliju L&Lmi i£ 


DANIEL 6:21-22 

Daniel answered, “O king, live fore’ver! 

My God sent his angel , and he shut the mouths 
of the lions. They have not hurt me, 
because I was found innocent in his sight. 
Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, 

O king. ” 

No man could change the word of 
a Mede king...but God could! 
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jjj j Cjj^S Lfcj^Lu^j 6 ^ScJS Ujjj^ ^j^“ yu jLmj4ja> jjj j^jb iH 

cc*j\} ^Çj\jjj jb ^Lûj^i jLiL t ijjiS jli> aj L$0j^U3jijL j JLJli ^yo^ujU o 

... liJ^JJ jl^iijj5" jJ 

YA - ro .... 1 JL_Jli 

jy>4Jt j jlû^jjU JJJ><U JJ ^yjjjy LÖjL jlLL 

^jOluLjOlu <d . nt Km I jj j4ji <u 4^ K't i ii <K jjji<u < iK<L)6j<G<ij 

' Oijj 

Ij-û<K<g^jj ^iGj<g j<u<d <K ^jjj<L Ij tliiLjU j ^6j<u LLjLjj ju 
J<U <dLj^ < jLuj<Gjj j j<Lj IjjJ JLjlj ^ljL 4 j Lg_j<G öjj<G jLûijjlu 
J<li { jj<jL J<Lfl j<G (_^jj<G j <G<U j d U <bL<U L<U <K <Gj<La ^ljL. j<G 
<L 6 j<L j< Uj < oL<L jLjj j öjj<K<L Lji sj<L j<u , ö<bL jj ^jLj^ 

j<Lui<d j ljjljj<G <d cGLU<Li ^J<G j<LÎ!Ujjjjuj j<Lui j j<LulKIj jjj<Llu ^jlS 
. jLijiL tfjJ&j <d JjS jLjj tf(JLjlj) 6 , JJJ jO , jLaij £jjj 


[ 

i 

Darius was so moved by what he 

i 

saw that he became a believer in the 
God of Daniel. He then issued this 
order to all the Kurds in the land 
where he ruled... 

DANIEL 6:25-28 

Then King Darius wrote to all the peoples, 
nations and men of every language 
throughout the land: 

... “I issue a decree that in every part 
of my kingdom people must fear and rever- 
ence the God ofDaniel. For he is the living 
God 

and he endures forever; his kingdom 

I 

will not be destroyed, his dominion 
will never end. He rescues and he saves ; 
he performs signs and wonders in the heavens ^ 

and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel 
from the power of the lions. ” 


I 


I ö 
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• 4 j 4 jj^ j jjj y. jLjjj^ jjift ^^iLj^jj jy)dji j LjiL 

L$Gjj> 4 j 4^ IjjlijAj J 4 j jjji jjj jj<La ^lj> iS Ûjj45jii jLjj Jj^^Jt 

^j> ^ljû^ûjijL li> iS ûjj^ijûi jLjj ijJUb ^ j^jJ 1 ûli'iJ ^ jjj oûi 

^l j> j CûliL jjijJ jj . Ijjl j ^iujjû ^j'o <L ûliii jLiJUjL j CJjii jjij> 

lJjlj>li j ûûj LjjJ ^jijjAj jj' ^Xjû^i" jj^aJJi iJ jj'Lj ûûjj 1 ûjji^Jûii jLijjii 

• jrrri 4 JJ^ /■*> /L/ 

jjJÛA Ij^j Jj jjjj jLûi ^y*4j jLojJjli ^jjLjii ijji jjj iS i jÛj^li J j jLa jj jjjû 

jlûjij/ ^jjliijLw 4 J jLj jjj 4 J ij4j Jj 4 j 4A i^J^J L^jjJii I ijjii" ^li> JL,jij 

<L5 jj_i jjijLa j JûaL J j>/L J jL/Lj j (ijijAi j ^JlaL j ûjC j jûJjaLfc (i"ij 

• jLûjij/^y Jjij> jjL.' jjj j jljO 


The king and all the people 
realized the power and love of God. 
They discovered that God was not 
“way up in heaven” where no one 
could reach him. They found out 
through Danicl that God loves his 
people and wants to help them in 
their time of need. To enjoy his 
blessing, people must care more about 
God than what others say or do. 

History tells us that many Kurds 
obeyed Darius and became 
worshippers of the God of the Bible. 
There is much evidence of this in 
places such as Arbil, Akra, Shush, 
Amadiya, Ecbatana, Kirkuk, 
Diyarbakir, Mardin, Urfa, Harran and 
other great cities of Kurdistan. 



40 A Kurdish shepherdfrom ancient Iran cradles a young goat. , | jujL j IjJjj) jlji ^U&LjL'Lj sjL_uiL d i 4 jIj_ujjL d j£_uj_j JjjL ^Ijj I j_oi ^j‘Qj<Lj 



^ff§| ?<-p 


I—wj < 1 ! JU_uj<U ^jL_luj_1 <G < ljjjLjk jjlfjJjjîj Lslj) jl^<Ll jj^La j lu 

The three Magi approach King Herod to inquire about the Messiah. 


During the time when Daniel 
served the kings of Media and 
Babylon as an advisor, he was also 
made ruler of the kingdonfs wise men 
(also referred to as “Magi.”) 5 

Daniel told the people of his time 
that someday a Messiah or Savior was 
going to come to earth, from God, to 
become the sacrifice for their sins. 
This wonderful event had been 
prophesied many times in the Bible. 




jjJljLjj Ljj-taû ^LilöiL jj J jLi}Jjlj j5”ij JLjIj ^ t -^ j L5” 

»ju . jjjl jLJJ-jii jLiLjli jj«<^ jjL5”j<Lj <l a5” jjj boii jL j<Li jjLi 

Lojjj Iji* j<J jJL/lIj /Ud <l JLîb . ( jl5U ^/U) <l j/iijjL cLUIi 

jj îjijji' ^lj> j<L*i <J jfL«îj ^jjj j<Li <Cui ji$ jL5jj jbij ( ^*u<Lî) a 5” Cui 
^jwOQj jL> 4^j/ Ojlijjj »<L jliU^t/ ^jUj aJ ûL\j û>< L jj> (Jîj< L 

• ^jjju ^/jjjj^ U »jl/ 

jli , <L( ( /U) ^jli'LliU j<L /U Cui (^ud) ^<i jJfrjl J<C <L jjjljiJjL JUlli 

jjj IjtîUuL J ^djL /ULd û<i> (^«<l) ^yjjj liLjli <J ^Li lj<*i jjjCjLailj 

(i ûliîi j UU j iO) J CJjj>îi jj<L ^/ajî^LuL UljJ l 5U5U < ûli<L 

. iji(^ U<d) 

^juj Li ji”. jLiijUj J jjjl/ jjjjjji” j^i (jUiJ UîiLu 1 AjÎjuauL) 

• )V - U .... Li(Ujy) j/jjjAj ^îjIj> 


Daniel did not know exactly 
when the Messiah would come, but 
he probably taught the wise men of 
his time that certain signs would 
appear in the sky when the Messiah 
was born. One of those signs was to 
be a great star that would show the 
way to the Messiah. This star had 
been prophesied hundreds of years 
bcfore in Numbers, the Fourth Book 
of Moses (chapter 24, verse 17). 


jL jlSLj^L) ( jjj (^jjb)j (JLjli) jjjlji ^L JL :<u j&->y 

. jjj^Lj^fc LLi jLwjjijjf” ^yl^Llj ijL 

bj]j*j (jS'jjjjAjL Lij j<u (|i>L CoJj) (jjL jJ jjj *-^jI» jJ(^-u'u) a £ LL'L 

j<o c5jjj j 4 j^ j c/L^ ^j^JLjL^u jL^ij^jjjj <uLLb »J jjjJ^ * c/^LL. 

(jjîjlj^j’ <u (jjljfti jLaJ jLLb i jjj> îjjj LLbJ Ijlj jj(^ww<u) L ^ijljCJjc 
jLJ^-jjo) (jijjj LLbJ jjL*jj 5j«u jAjJ i Cju LLbJ AjJjjoi (^«j<u) IjLL ji 
• (|» >L Cj^j) L jjj iLjy a5" ^J<Ljjj <J jli"ijj> (^LiL (j( i]j^) J iL" 


V ^ . . . . y (^j-Lj'Lû (J-LjAj ( 

jLjjj ^ilijd (iljjj.^) <ll (ji_a.<d öJ<Li)<d JJJ Llj <j (jujjjla) <C ^ijG jIiL 

ûJ j^ jbjjj ûj<GV<ujjj <d (^L) Llj jju<u ( jjjji LljL ^Ijöj 

: J j^ jLjL-jjj j jL<Ljjj 
<Lajj (^..,G[£4jjjk (^LuijL j jjj LjIj <d <C (_j<Lui <t£ jG ^jjlj^) 

iiJ^J^ J ûj^^jjj ‘L j (jLu jL ^jjj LjIj <d (^Lu jiwû 
J j^ & ^j^A öî^î (/LwLJj ^ ^bjjj^ J^ jdJJ^L 

• jyj>d jkp ^LsjL* 


Nearly 600 years later, Daniel and 
Darius had long been dead. However, 
there were still “Magi” or wise men 
in Kurdistan. When Jesus was born 
in the city of Bethlehem (as had been 
prophesied), the Bible says that some 
of these and perhaps other wise 
men saw the star of the Savior and 
followed it to the region where the 
Savior, Jesus Christ, was born. 

The wise men did not know 
exactly in which village the Messiah 
was to be born, so they inquired of 
Herod the King in Jerusalem, which 
was near Bethlehem. 

MATTHEW 2:1-2 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea , 
during the time of King Herod, 

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and 
asked, “ Where is the one %uho has been born 
king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east 
and have come to worship him. " 





Sg; 
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(GLjl^O'ii. j ^jLjJ — ‘■“Jj - 1 J 4 J^ jj’^'G “^Jf - 1 — “^ -1 jdi -1 ^ j^^ — s 

The Magifollow the star to Jerusalem and bringgifts for their Messiah. 
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jSiijjj l'b li (jîjAj L ijîbiij bjjiS ^j\j> i] j jjj J JJJ •Jj*b 

• J J^ j^JJ UMAjj^ }i Lfirp. J ij+idt*- 1 . 


A-r....T 

Uijjii 4 j<Llujj 4jj 4^ j jjv^n ij Jj Çjmn ^<L4 j Jjjj^ LûjjL 4^ Lul£ 

• eA(fALjA) jj- 0 ^ (jjljLuilj 
ij jJ jjj^ LjL ^LL ^LLuj^L j jj-i-uL 4 j4jIj jj_o<_a jjjji 

<J ^<J ÖJ<L| <Lt...6j4jLLijj L..CUJ Llj<d (ru-Lula) öii<Li jj^4l Jujjji 

<ld 4 jIjjjjJJj 4j jjjJj^ ^jjjliluj LiJLlu4j j4 i a 4 i’i i îjj^ ji4j <Ljl 1. iljjj^, 

Ljjuj g_ui<Li Ijjje- JJ <d ^.<d Oj4j ^<L jj j4i jij l<b f Ijj4£<Ljjjj4j 
LuIjûj jLj<ii 4 jjj <d j<u 4 Lj_^< o—u jj_u<L Ljjj^ jjlLljij jLj4i <d 
jLL ,f J-ijIj — ^ u-u ^<(£4 j 4 II i ri ^jlj lu <G_u 4J 4^ |jljLo.L a. i uu4-a) CuJ 

jJL ‘ lHJJ 6 (f^ y. J j -A ^L L^^^f^l- 4 ) J JJ^ 

jj ^4£<dlj<Li 4j4jLujjj <l£ Lul£ j4J < <dljjji j4j jj jpjL (_jJjjj 4j 

" (Luuj4i-n J (jUiL ^L^jjij lAL^ }J jj-A 


Herod was proud and did not fear 
God. He tried to trick tlie Kurdish 
Magi into helping him kill the Savior. 

MATTHEW 2:3-8 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, 
and all Jerusalem with him. 

When he had called together all the people's 
chief priests and teachers of the law, 
he asked them where the Christ [or Messiah] 
was to be born. "In Bethlehem in Judea, ” 
they replied, for this is what the prophet 
[Isaiah] has written: ‘But thou , Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you 
will come a ruler [Jesus Christ ] who will be 
the shepherd of my people Israel. ’” 

Then Herod called the Magi... 

[and] sent them to Bethlehem and said, 

“Go and make a careful search 
for the child. As soon as you find him, 
report to me, so that I too may go 
and worship him. ” 
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• & i^hji 

liLli <J [£jjj ^ ÖJ^Jj^ ^jLij jij^ ^ jjjj jl^iijjj^ Ijli 

Jj^j J uli <J Jj5* bl^yu’^Jî) (jJJjJ 


U-^.J ^j—JU 

^jLjjjL jLp <ijLj j6j<j ûj^Ij LlLjL (^jjj <J jL ^jS ^Ijj 

j ^j<Lu 6 j<LLj<Ijui 4j jLiij Ijjiûijjj <0 <l5 ^<L)6 jj-lui<L j<Li j<U Ljjj 
6 LiiLl , jjjljjj ^4^41 1 \ \ n 4,£ ^4_jjjxu j<L ^jLojL j<Luj <d Llu6j 

jL<£jljli < jjjj jijiJj j jjjj jL ^ jj jjj ^iu jL&jiiujL 

Liu < '" 1 "j * 1 * <Lujj<L j Jjj jj jLLjjjl < jLlj ^(jUjla) jLL 

<d jjjj jijj <5 Jj^ jû< | Lulu jLLu (jjLj j 6 j 6 jj^ jLp, ^jli<G 2 <ii 

, jjj ^iila J Jii. J jj j 

jjjji lj<i jjjLj^ jljl^L Ijiu <i jjj ^jjj jLiiij<ii jli^jjji Llj 

jbjjj W ,/^J^ 6 j 4 jj<Ljd J<U < 4 j<L 4 ^(ruuuiû) ^ljjljL ^Lû 
, jjjji jj 6 j<uj 4 l ^ 6 J<L j^J jLji jjjjjJ 6 j 6 jjl 


The Kurdish Magi were not fooled 
by Herod and were among the first to 
truly believe in the Savior. The Magi 
also established the custom of giving 
gifts to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

MATTHEW 2 : 9-12 

After they had heard the king, 
they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen in the east 
went ahead of them until it stopped 
over the place where the child was. 

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
...They saw a child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him. 

Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of gold 
and of incense and myrrh. 

And having been warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country 
by another route. 
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i J ^ jyj^i ^ ^jj^ SJJj^ S^jj^ S^.j^ jLijiNL-aL ^aj ^uiJji 

jLjlijj ^j'b ^Liji) jLöj (J^kXu) <ii l$L j'ii 4 jöjö( ajöj<u!j4j »Li<b jjii) 

ojy. Sj^ (j \£tij^) jl^Aj (jiji J jjj jlf*> jy<us jj ij(*JJjjjj) J ijAjljijX 

j* J j jp’/l' cî/ y. 


\- 


\ — V jljaj j*L»4j (jjj^ 

jj^<li <J jjd Ija. g jyj < jJ<tLj>) <d 6jj<^ tfjjj <d 

^jûiljL . jjj j jjj 6jLL jLj<l IjjLluiL jjjjjjL jjj <d <ii 6j^<Liûpj<G<Lj 

jja J-P ^jj) (^Ludd , jli<j ^jLL , jL<u (^jjj, , jii<u 

j^>4J <llL<L.,.(jjji) jjGjjj (jjji) LujjjLL , Ljjj* <(jjji) (<dbjLjj 
■ JJJi “jJ^tf^ ^j<Qji Ijjj jUj jjjj jj^ jL 


The last part in our brief history 
of the Kurds in the Bible comes from 
the Injil in the Book of Acts the 
second chapter. When the “Injil,” or 
“Good News,” about the Savior was 
proclaimed to the world, many 
Medes/Kurds were present to hear. 

ACTS 2:1-9 

When the day of Pentecost came, 

...there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing 
Jews from every nation under heaven. 

...Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus ...hoth Jews and 
converts to Judaism. 


. (1 - 0 .. Ti LijJ) . !. Sj4hj jj<U j&jG6jLlJu jC . <b.j , bcljjjju, (iC jUitl IjAUjjjJuj ^Ijj4-J JjjGL j Jjj]L 6 j-Ii ^j-; ^ûjj 

And the angel said, “Why do you look for the living among the dead ? He is not here; he has nsen!” (Luke 24:5-6) 
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• • ö jAj J<ud jXj JjJ (j jLluUjJ<lfc 4j 4jjj j J Cw.".^J jL f> /V J jl^iijj^ 


IV - VV ....V jlj^Ljj jjLi - 

jj^ < CiljL (£j(Ljj lj<Ll ÛJû^JS-LluLji) (£jL ‘Ll > IjjJ ■ • "<K j<Li k'm 

(^ljl jLiVlI ljjjljJ<U <Ll JJJ uIjjLj ÛjJjjjL j|l .Mlf j <Lû4j JJ ûj^lj 
jLllijjjuj j'Llu (jjljj^ jjLijJ j_^,<Li jj Ij^ jl '“ >’> > >•<><■ > j 4jj<£ 

iS <jî 6 J 6 J^ S 6 jJ^ ^ ^LuL L J ^J^ ^Lj^ J 

< 6 jûj 4 j (^jLjJJ ûjijj<U (^lji, (^jLulj ‘G 4 jLj j*<L ' Ij4j Xj jL <lJ JjL<Li 

<jLLluj£ jlj jLi(^Lk) <(J 4 j<LLIj^. jLli ^ûJjjL<b ûjXj LaLjj < IjL jjÎLluûJ 
jjjj, <dij^ < jjjj! JLiz. <d Jj£ (^j^jjJ 4J4J/ ^Jjjjjj 4jj<^ (^lja. jiV<b 
4 jj^ (i^ .. jjjLillj ,. 4 j<L j<u<d < 4j<uji j jjj <GLLj j<L ^jIjj4Jj<L 
<j j jljju><u (£4jj<tS <Li LlIj I j jLu.Lk<d 4 jXj <£ (j<i > 1 ... >f. j<L 


(n llu<Lo) 


What did the Kurds hear that day 
and how did they respond? 

ACTS 2:21-42 

And everyone voho calls on the name of the 
Lord [Jesus Christ] zuill be saved. 
...Listen to this: Jesus ofNa'z.areth 
was a man accredited by God to you 
by miracles, zvonders and signs, which God did 
among you through him. 

... This man was handed over to you 
by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; 
and you, with the help of wicked men, 
put him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
But God raised him jrom the dead, 
Jreeing him from the agony of death, 
because it was impossible for death 
to keep its hold on him. 

...Therefore ...be assured of this: 

God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, 
both Lord and Christ. ” 
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When the -people heard this, they xvere cut 
to the heart and said to Peter and the other 
apostles, “ Brothers , what shall we do ?” 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptixed, 
every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of 'your sins. 

And you ivill receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The promise isforyou and your children 
and for all who are far ojf—for all 
whom the Lord our God will call. ” 
...Those who accepted his message were bap- 
tized, and about three thousand were added 
to their number that day. 


J Jjjj j t"i jj jjj û j,u , t..i jL<U4j j£j<bk ^kajS 

{$ ijf ^ ^ Û JJ Ms J ^Ljj <J 

jlljK<j!jLj jLjlKijK <J ij<lu jLu.i."j<j, : 4j<jIj ^^jj j<jjj . j i<Kj 

j£J<j öjijljJ ^LilI ^|nJjui<LaJ (jjL<j jLjlK<iLji <J öjLjalu jLjjij 

jLjjjjj ^jljj<j <]K j<j ... ûjjj jûji. jLjlK<iLj£ <1 öjj<LI ^ljLv 

bllui<K JJ-û<i jj 6J . , jLjK6j<j J 6jjj ji <KlLûJ<j 6J<J < ÖJ J<LöJ CluiöJ 

,ûl — jj (jli^ (jjlj <LjL <K Km h<£ j<i jj j < Kjjj jL öL jjjj <^ 


ûjjj jL> j^<Lluiaj jjjj Jjli jj j ûuujj j L<L û<j <£ (j<jlj<j 
Ijjj ^öjLj ajjjjL j<i ,,, jLjL<jljL <d 6j<jjjj jLji<j j jLjK<iL/<J 
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AP OF RELIGIONS : 400A 


] Non-Christians 
Numerous Christians 


] Christians 


, KA-LU^Ji A IjjJ ÖJ6 (l^jL J 4-1 jjj 1 j L • tSJ <t -fJJjJ w 

By 400A.D., there were many converts to Christianity in the Medo-Persian regions. 6 


j jU jjri (jli> (j<obj/ j^ U}3j j^ L^ jUjj jjji« 

. IjJLiuijij/ (jj<uljj<ui<ij öj<u<i5Lj*5L Jiij 3i ^y 5 j^ ij^j^ y. jU-j:j/ jj ûjjlj^ 


(jj<J^jjijl ^ljj Ij^JJ^j jllwjij/ jy^ û<d(j4j ( j. U i • • ) /L (jjAjjjjîû 

ij/ (jîjijjii L ^^jj^/iM J j^y ^jjjû/jj^jjj . jjj 

. ^jUjpUJ j(jj> jjl jJL J (jjjJ&J 

4J j^ (jljli 4jijlj> (jU*Jji<U .. Aj Jl jL?u^U (jjjj^ (/jjjj^ J^ 


History tells us that the Kurds 
who heard the word of God on that 
day, nearly 2000 years ago, returned 
and shared this wonderful message all 
over Kurdistan. 

By the year 400 A.D., Kurdistan 
had come to be known as a predomi- 
nately Christian region. There are 
other stories of the Kurds in the Bible 
which you can read about yourself. If 
you do not have a Bible, write for a 
free copy to one of these addresses: 

In America and Canada: 

Servant Group International 
506 Tanksley Avenue 
Nashville,TN 37211 U.S.A. 

In Europe: 

Servant Group Deutchland 

c/o ChristusZentrum Braunschweig 

Am Alten Bahnhof 15 

38122 Braunschweig, Deutschland 

Internet: 

www.servantgroup. org 
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Merhadad R. Izady, The Kurds: A Concise 
Handbook ( Washington: Taylor &c Francis 
Publishers, 1992), 32. Points out that the 
Kurds were originally scattered tribes in 
this area and upon uniting became known 
to the world as the Medes. 

John Bulloch and Harvey Morris, No Friends 
But the Mountains, The Tragic History of the 
Kurds (New York: Oxford University Press, 
1992), 56. Points out that, from linguistic and 
classical historical evidence, it has generally 
been concluded that the Kurds are descended 
from the ancient Medes. 

Authors note: In the Bible, the Medes are 
closely related to the Persians or modern- 
day Iranians and probably originated from 
the same tribal roots. They later split to 
form these two entities which were first 
dominated by the Medes and later by the 
Persians. For example, the great King Cyrus 
was half-Mede and half-Persian. (See 
Yamauchi, 22-23, and The Bible Almanac, 
ed. James I. Packer, et. al. [Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1980], 148-149.) 
Much of the history of Persia pertains to 
the Kurds as well but has not been covered 
in the very Hmited context of this book. 


5 Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 374. Points out 
that the Magi were originally a class of 
priests among the Persians and Medes who 
formed the king’s inner circle of counselors 
and leaders. They were considered the 
wisest men of the kingdom and religious 
leaders as well. Smith also says that Daniel 
was probably made “Rab-Mag,” or lord/ 
chief of the Magi. He further says that, 
although the origin of the Bible’s Magi 
cannot be proven, it was the Chaldeans 
of thc Mcdo/Pcrsian area who originated 
astronomy and would have been naturally 
disposed to seek signs in the sky to 
proclaim an important event in history 
such as the coming of the Messiah. 

Author’s note: Daniel was a prophet whose 
dehverance resulted in the conversion of 
large numbers of the Median people to 
Judaism. Daniel was placed in practical 
charge of the kingdom, and it stands to 
reason that he would have instructed the 
Magi regarding those prophetic signs that 
would appear when the Messiah was born, 
particularly those related to astronomy 
such as that in Numbers 24:17. 


Alfrcd Edcrsheim, The Life and Times of 
Jesus the Messiah (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1971), 202-213. 
Relates the Magi of Matthew to those 
of the time of Daniel and points out that 
by the time of Christ’s coming many of 
the Medo/Persian Magi were scattered 
throughout the east. This suggests that, 
regardless of the physical point from which 
their journey to find the Messiah began, 
they were still Magi of the priestly class 
led by Daniel. 

M. H., “The Modern Descendants 
of the Magi Seek the Savior,” 

World Christian Magazine (December 
1993): 16-20. 

6 George Park Fisher, D.D., LL.D., 

History of the Christian Church (New 
York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1887), 
facing p. 98. Map adapted from the 
“Map of Religions at the Accession 
of Justinian.” 
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The Kurdish Magi were not fooled 
by Herod and were among the first to 
truly believe in the Savior. The Magi 
also establishcd the custom of giving 
gifts to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

MATTHEW 2:9-12 

After they had heard the king, 
they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen in the east 
went ahead of thern until it stopped 
over theplace where the child was. 

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 
...They saw a child with his mother Mary, 
and they bowed down and worshiped him. 

Then they opened their treasures 
and presented him with gifts of gold 
and of incense and myrrh. 

And having been warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country 
by another route. 
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The last part in our brief history 
of the Kurds in the Bible comes from 
the Injil in the Book of Acts the 
second chapter. When the “Injil,” or 
“Good News,” about the Savior was 
proclaimed to the world, many 
Medes/Kurds were present to hear. 

ACTS 2:1-9 

When the day of Pentecost came, 

...there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing 
Jews from every nation under heaven. 

...Parthians, Medes and Elamites; 
residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Gappadocia, Pontus ...hoth Jews and 
converts to Judaism. 


'fl-t J1 LsjJ) , !, SjiGöjlji jj4-j jsyGsjLuJo jC • U f SjJ jG < IjCljjjjj jJid ljA<jjjj_Lj ^ljjO Jjj<LC j JjjiG Sj-Ii ^j-j TiJ ^ d - 
A?id the angel said, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen!” (Luke 24:5-6) 
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History tells us that the Kurds 
who heard the word of God on that 
day, nearly 2000 years ago, returned 
and shared this wonderful message all 
over Kurdistan. 

By the year 400 A.D., Kurdistan 
had come to be known as a predomi- 
nately Christian region. There are 
other stories of the Kurds in the Bible 
which you can read about yourself. If 
you do not have a Bible, write for a 
free copy to one of these addresses: 

In America and Canada: 

Servant Group International 
506 Tanksley Avenue 
Nashville, TN 37211 U.S.A. 

In Europe: 

Servant Group Deutchland 

c/o ChristusZentrum Braunschweig 

Am Alten Bahnhof 15 

38122 Braunschweig, Deutschland 

Internet: 

www.servantgroup. org 
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The^ariei ofEden, the 
mk ii the mi 

The Kurds are a distinct 
people group that occupy a vast 
region. Today this area is part 
of several different nations. 

Much of Bible history has 
taken place in Kurdistan and 
many of the Bible’s most famous 
characters lived in this land. 
Anyone who studies the Bible 
will learn something about 
Kurdistan. 


cJjjk /Lilji jûjl> Lij ij/ 

Juijl I jûLLm) JjLjjj J bjto Ujjib . CujiJ Lj^J (j^Ajj^Jij 

. j£j£\$ (jjljL> jj^w'ijj ^>i> jiui 

(J-jxjj oljjC) JmjH^ ^ Cjjj C^jjj 

. ojli (jjjj IjjLijijj/ L ijl^jjj 

jC jj jLLLjL £ ifliuoi Ljjii JwjH ^^jjlijjj /^ljj^ 


. jjjL} IjûLij/ J iLj ^jAj Ujj^ (jjjji^ ^JiJ Ljjj jlLj £ $ij££ 
j<u J CJjLi ji>j<y ^jjj /LLj ^s-*^ jjj^ JiyjH LL<L j^ 


jLij/ 


cj<jL£ <ii6j<Lt <d lj<j<iL ji<j j-îj <J »jLj jjj jLi j JL ^ < jj<-^ 

Green eyes,fair skin, and blond hair are often found among this non-Arab people group. 


J jljjJj ( jiju ^ jy/wî ^ 6'M JsM 

jjj^ . öj^ljjij 4ko ^jIjjjj ^j^i^l^Ojlj^r 

. jj^j ^ ULjJjjLj ULjJj/aJ L^ L ^ ijljjj 

îjjjJj i , jjJjL J~Al ULjJj/ aJ jfUij ^JJJ ji* J jljj ^'^J/ (jjjj^ ljjL)jj 

^jjijaj J ijaj^yu ajljUj »aJ jblyiJ . ij^jj^ jLjJj/ ^JJJJ^ J 5 J^ 

• ^JJ- 4 i/jyj^. lT 4 ^- iT^ ‘ ^ 


The Bible says that God placed 
the Garden of Eden between the 
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers that still 
flow in Kurdistan today . 1 

The beginning of man’s time on 
earth can be traced to the land we 
now call Kurdistan and the regions 
surroundmg ît. You can read about 
this in Genesis (First Book of Moses). 
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